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La your light-00 shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.—MatTTHEW v: 16. 


Me. Vol on Monday, Febrnry 16, 108 Ono Peay. 


WORK OF CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM. 
— 
Tax following i is a synopsis of the remarks made a avin 
in the: Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, January 17, 1892, by Bishop 
Orson F. Whitney : The speaker said he was called to address the con- 
gregation, and in responding to the call he hoped that he might be guided 
by the Holy Spirit to say such things as would benefit both the Saints and 
strangers who might be in our midst. He never rose before a congrega- 
tion of this kind without his mind turning to the past. He loved to 
survey it, as a traveler, in journeying over a sheet of water, would be 
seized with a desire to explore the rivers which he discovered and find out 
where they came from, why they came and where they went to. A con- 
gregation of Latter-day Saints represents, as it were, an ocean into which 
a great many streams flow. We see here men and women from nearly all 
nations of the earth, and they have come together, presumably, with one 
object in view—to obey the same principle, one which is a mystery to the 
world, who cannot comprehend it. The Saints are the children of Israel, 
the lineal descendants of Abraham, who has been called “the Father of 
the Faithful, the Friend of God.” And they have followed in the footsteps 
of their great progenitor ; they have done the works of Abraham, as it is 
written: If ye were the children of Abraham ye would do the works of 
Abraham.” He was called to sever his connection with his friends and 
relatives in his own country and to come to a strange land, to do the will 
of God in order that He might accomplish His purposes for the salvation 
of mankind. He came to the land pointed out to him by God and of which 
he had the promise that it should be given to him and his children for an 
everlasting inheritance, and God placed the blessing on him, that in him 
and his seed should all the nations of the earth be blessed. We believe 
that the lineage of Abraham is choice above all others, and that the taber- 
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nacles created through this lineage are destined to be receptacles for a 
chosen race of spirits, pre-ordained to perform an important mission on 
earth, and that Abraham was chosen to be the father of the race through 
which salvation was to come to mankind. Through this lineage Jesus 
Christ came, a spirit pre-ordained to redeem the world, to teach the truth 
and enunciate — 4 principles to men; to wash away the original 
sin of the world and make it possible for all, after having fallen, to return 
to the presence of. God. This mission was given to Jesus Christ, and there- 
by the promise of God to Abraham, that in his seed should all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, was literally fulfilled. There was no being in the 
flesh, that had partaken of the fallen nature of Adam, that could have 
redeemed the earth or have offered the sacrifice necessary. For to redeem 
means to restore that which is lost. Adam, through his transgress- 

sion, placed the world in bonds, but Jesus, the Son of God, gave His 
life and shall restore the earth from its fallen condition and open the way 
to its glorification and the final salvation of the inhabitants thereof. 

But we will find that the work of Jesus on earth was not the end of the 
matter. The mission has been given to the children of Abraham to assist 
in the salvation of mankind. The Savior said to those whom He had 
chosen to preach His Gospel: Te are the salt of the earth; but if the 
salt has lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under the feet of 
men.” N ow, salt is a preserving substance, and our Savior, in using it as 
a simile, impresses upon His disciples the fact that their mission was to 
save. 

Abraham had a mission. He was ici: as a een of God, the Father, 
offering His Son for the salvation of the world. For he was put to a test 
as to whether he would offer his son at the commandment of God, and as 
he proved himself willing to sacrifice his only son, the Lord blessed him, 
saying: “In blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the 
seashore, and thy seed shall possess the gates of his enemies.” Has God 
forgotten His promises to Abraham? Or where is the fulfilment of — 
predicted blessings given to the faithful servant of God? 

There would be no time now to trace in all the details the We of the 
children of Abraham. You are all familiar with the story, how the prom- 
ise given to Abraham was repeated to his son, Isaac; how Isaac had a 
son, Jacob, to whom the same promise was given; how Jacob, who later 
was called Israel, had twelve sons; how the brothers of Joseph became 
jealous because he was favored of she father ; how he was sold in captivity 
and exalted by the ruler of Egypt and denne a savior of his father’s 
house in the time of famine, thereby typifying Jesus, the Son of 
God, who became a Savior of our heavenly Fathers children; how the 
children of Israel entered Egypt and jthere multiplied until they. became a 
power in the land ; how they were led out with wonders and signs through 
Moses, who led them for forty years in the wilderness, teaching them prin- 
ciples by which they would have been enabled to stand in the ‘presence of 
their Maker, even as Moses did, — the Lord: face to fave, 
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as a friend with a friend; but how the love of the things of the world 
overcame to a great extent i in their hearts the love of the things of God, so 
much so that they were declared unworthy of Moses and his teachings, and 
finally they were left, and the Priesthood was taken away from them and 
they had only the lesser Priesthood. Vou have all heard, further, how, 
when Israel had been taught the principle of strict justice an eye for an 
eye, ete.— there came a man preaching another doctrine as much higher 
that the law of Moses as heaven is higher than earth. He introduced 
what they supposed to be a new religion, no longer demanding “an eye 
for an eye,” no more recognizing retaliation, or rendering evil for evil, but 
showing a more excellent way, viz., to return good for evil, to meet the 
sword with the olive branch, to show in words and acts a better example 
than that _— by the priest, scribes and prominent teachers of that : 
generation. 

People were 8 at these teachings. Yet they were net new 
doctrines. They were as old as eternity. They were the principles taught 
by Moses—to what extent we do not know—and which his people were 
. unprepared to accept. They were embodied in the Gospel which Enoch 
taught, and by which his Zion was purified and taken away from the 
earth. It was the Gospel of Noah to which his generation turned a deaf 
ear. This was the Gospel which Christ came to restore—not a new thing, 
but the everlasting Gospel, the same yesterday, to-day and for ever. 

A few believed it. These He gathered, and taught them, not to be as 
the scribes and Pharisees, but to let their light so shine before men, that 
these might see their good deeds and glorify their Father in heaven. To 
the Jews He said: “If ye were the children of Abraham, ye would do the 
works of Abraham.” To His disciples He gave power to do even greater 
works than He had done, to heal the sick, to cast out devils, to speak in 
_ tongues, prophesy, and exercise various gifts and powers pertaining to the 

‘Gospel. And when He was about to depart, having finished His mission 
on earth, He conferred on them the same authority as He had to go and 
preach the Gospel, promising that those who believed and were baptized 
should be saved, and that signs should follow those that believed. The 
Apostles were to tarry in Jerusalem until endowed with power from on 
high, and a marvelous change came over them after they had been 80 en- 
dowed. 

The speaker illustrated this by referring to the history of Peter, who 
three times denied his Master, but who, through the power from on high, 
became brave. He was formerly timid, weak and faltering, but having re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost, he looms up a giant in the midst of his fellows, as 
shown in the miracle he performed on the lame man by the temple gate, 
and in numerous other instances. These men were poor and obscure, but 
even the devil had to obey them, and theirs was a power greater than that 
necessary to build a city or to amass wealth. Peter was a type of the 
great power imparted by the Holy Ghost. | 

After a while the world opposed the Apostles. They were slain; and 
as it was in the days of Moses, when the Priesthood and the Gospel were 
taken away, 50 it happened in the Christian world. Men became un- 
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worthy of the blessings showered on them, and it became a necessity in 
these last days, in order to fulfil the promises made, for another restoration 
to take place, by bringing back the ancient Priesthood with all its powers 
and blessings. This is only a fulfilment of predictions made by inspired 
men of Israel. Isaiah speaks of a great and marvelous work that was to 
be performed in the last days, before which the wisdom of the wise should 
perish. Jeremiah speaks of a gathering of the house of Israel in these 
latter days. Thisisa gathering dispensation—a dispensation of the ful- 
ness $0 be, gathered. in: cme. én 
in heaven and those on earth. 

We, the Latter-day Saints, are simple enough to believe that these pre- 
dictions are being fulfilled to-day, and that the Saints who have come 
from all nations of the earth are the children of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, being mostly the descendants of Joseph, and flowing together in 
one people as rivers flow into one ocean. 

Joseph Smith was told by the Almighty that bes was a lineal nr 
of Joseph who was sold into Egypt, and on him was the duty laid to raise 
the standard in these last days and gather Israel, preparatory to accom- | 
plishing a great and marvelous work. And this work is no less than to 
prepare the world for the coming of the Redeemer in His glory. The 
human race is to be prepared for this event, and the Lord has called a few 
to preach the glad tidings of His second advent, as well as to set an ex- 
ample for the world to emulate, by means of which they can be made 
worthy to enter the presence of God. This was what Moses endeavored 
to do. A similar mission was given to J oseph Smith. 

Why is it that the world refuses to recognize this mission! Why is it 
to be considered strange that God should send a Prophet to do for us what 
Prophets did for our ancestors thousands of years ago? Some have asked, 
Would God, if He intended to establish His work on earth, have passed 
all the eminent doctors of divinity and chosen a boy like Joseph Smith? 
And they suppose this to be a valid argument against his claims to being 
a servant of God. But let me remind such persons that when Jesus came, 
the same line of argument was used against Him. Is He not, it was 
asked, the carpenter's boy, and can He be the Son of God ? The idea 
seemed preposterous, and they rejected Him. They could not believe that 
God would choose for a Messiah one whom they had seen working in a 
carpenter's shop. There was no light around his head, as some painters: 
depict Him. There was nothing extraordinary about His appearance. He 
had not come to save souls by the beauty of His external form, nor by 
eloquence, but by proclaiming the truth. He proved it by promising that 
those who would do His will should know for themselves whether the 
teaching was from God. So He was rejected, because people judged from 
outward appearance, the most deceptive sign whereby anything can be 
judged. The world would not take the trouble of investigating His teach- 
ings, but they set Him down as an impostor. It is no Wena, therefore, 
that Joseph Smith should be rejected. _—s.. 

A minister once said, Joseph Smith was ee Leona, 3 a 
farmer s boy, but because his claims were false and his teachings injurious. 
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to the world. The speaker would only say to this that those who will 
honestly investigate this matter, shall know for themselves that these 
claims and teachings are from God. Can an impostor make such a promise? 

The speaker would testify that this religion—no matter what name you 
give it—is true. The Saints are lineal descendants of Abraham, and 
on them rest the blessings once pronounced on the Father of the Faithful. 
But are we fulfilling our mission? This is an important question. Are 
we faithful to our mission as the salt of the world? We havea mission to 
perform, and the saying before quoted is as applicable to-day as ever: If 
the salt loses its savor, it is good for nothing, but to be thrown out and 


trodden under the feet of men.” 
If we are true to our mission, the greatest honors is in store fein us. But | 


if not, it will be with us as with the salt that has lost its savor. We must 
seek the kingdom of God first, and temporal things must be a secondary 
consideration. Blessed are we if we are faithful, and may God grant that 
vo may fulfil our mission as children of Abraham, chosen to assist in the 
nen of mankind. 


“BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Minvrss of conference held in Hockley Chapel, Farm Street, Birmingham, 
Sunday, January 31, 1892. There were present: Apostle Brigham Young, 
President of the European Mission ; Elder Henry Moyle, President of, and 
S. B. Young, Jr., and George Godfrey, traveling Elders in the Cheltenham 
Conference; John Moore, Henry Harker, Moses Thatcher, Jr., S. J. Jeppe- 
sen and S. J. Robinson, traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference; 
Richard Williams, traveling Elder in the Welsh Conference; and Elder 
Henry Wood, President of, and Samuel K. McMurdie, D. W. B. Card, John 

Bench, Wm. Reading, Benjamin Argyle, G. V. Bullock, S. W. Robertson, 
Joseph Quinney, W. T. Jones, Harry Worley and Nephi Edwards, — | 
in the Birmingham Conference. __ 

10:30a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Moyle. Singing . 

President Wood made a few remarks, in which he expressed his e 

The traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference then made a report 
— n their determination to continue the good 
President gratified at hearing the reports of the 

Elders, and realized that the labor had been accomplished under the in- 

spiration of the Holy Ghost. The Latter-day Saints have a mission to 
_ declare the truths of heaven, and the speaker exhorted them to be humble 
and prayerful, and to continue faithful in their mission, putting their 
trust in the Lord. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Moore. 

2:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Argyle. Single 

Elder Moore addressed the congregation, pointing out the meconsitey of 
she Saiasedavalopiny aapirie of love and unity. He also called attention 
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to the necessity of men obeying the Gospel that they might nennen 
of its blessings. 

The Sacrament was then administered, Elders Reading and Robertaon | 
officiating. 

Elder Quinney read the conference report for the six ande — 
December 31, 1891. It shows: Seventies 11, Elders 25, Priests 10, Teachers 
9, Deacons 6, members 200 ; total 261. Baptiond 20, emigrated 27, died 2; 
tracts distributed 17,900; books disposed of 75; meetings held 236. A 
course of systematic tracting has been adopted throughout the conference. 

Elder Jeppesen spoke upon the second coming of the Lord, and the 
necessity for the people obeying the perfect plan of salvation which He 
had revealed. 

The authorities of the Church, of the ——— a nd of the 
Birmingham Conference were then presented for the vote of the Saints, 
and were unanimously sustained. 

Elder Card addressed the meeting on the divinity of the Gospel of Christ 
and the blessings it brought to those who obey it. 7 

President Young said there was but one perfect plan of . 
which was being preached to the world by, the Latter-day Saints the 
Gospel of Christ. All other plans and schemes will fail, for they have not 
the divine power which is necessary to effect salvation. Those who do the 
will of God receive an understanding and knowledge of the truth of 
Christ's testimony and preaching. The officers of the Church cannot save 
the people; they point the way to salvation, and those who walk in that 
way obtain the sure reward of the righteous. Spreading the glad tidings 
of the Gospel i in the world is an important and ——— n and: those 
who engage in it faithfully will reap joy . 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Williams. 

6:30 p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Harker. ing. 

President Moyle spoke upon the principle of salvation and the. 2 ait 
blessings that accompanied the Saints of God. There were many people 
who were convinced of the truth of the Gospel, yet had not sufficient 
courage to obey it in the face of the popular prejudice. The best interests 
of this class required that they strive to overcome this weakness and be 
valiant for the cause of truth. Elder Moyle n the n to be 
diligent in seeking righteousness. 

President Wood spoke upon the first . of the dupe which 
were necessary for membership in the Church of Christ and to prepare 
individuals for the exercise of the Lord’s saving power. He referred to 
the rejection of the Gospel by the people who were on the earth in Noah’s 
day, and also by those who lived in the period when the Lord sent His 
Apostles from Jerusalem into all the world, and bore a strong: testimony 
to the restoration of the Gospel in this dispensation. He entreated the 
people to test the message of the Elders of Israel and learn from God 
whether it was true. 

President Young spoke of the principle of of the 


responsibility of the Elders to preach the Gospel as did Noah, whether the 


world believed them or not; the necessity of searching the Scriptures to 
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know the principles taught therein; the duty that rested upon all the 
Saints to spread the Gospel; and of the power and blessings of the Lord 
which would attend all those who diligently served Him. 
Singing. Benediction by President Wood. 
A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday, February 1, at which the 
Elders were instructed in relation to their missionary dition 
W. T. J 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


News from Australia says that in consequence of the scarcity of employment, thousands 
of men are starving. The goverament is about to start relief works. 

Further disquieting news is reported from China, it being stated that in Tai-yuan 
placards have been posted calling on the inhabitants to massacre all foreigners. 

A railway passenger train was destroyed by fire near Bucharest on February 5, eighteen 
passengers being burned to death. The carriage doors had been locked by the guards. 

The steamship Indiana is to sail from Philadelphia on February 20, with a full cargo of 
famine. 

%%% al. on the night of February 3, doing some damage 
in the way of shaking buildings. One person was killed and four injured by the falling of 
a house. 

Sir Morell Mackenzie, the celebrated English physician and specialist in diseases of the 
throat, died on February 3, from sickness following an attack of influenza He was fifty- 
five years of age. 

At Breage, Cornwall, England, on February 6, a farmer was ploughing his field, when 
the soil gave way, engulfing himself and horses forty feet below the surface of the sur- 
rounding earth. The farmer managed to extricate himself, but the animals perished. 
An old mine had been worked there, and the crown had collapsed. 

Kidnappers seem to be doing a good business in some parts of the United States, in 
stealing children and then demanding large sums of ransom money. The latest of this 
class of events reported occurred on February 3, at a village in New York, an eight year 
old son of a rich farmer named Waterbury being carried off. Six thousand dollars is the 
amount demanded for his return. 

The British Parliament resumed its session on February 9. The Queen’s speech stated 
that measures would be introduced to extend the rules of local government now in vogue 
in England over Ireland; to increase the number of small holdings of land in the agri- 
cultural districts of Great Britain ; to further assist education ERE Seco 
Tbe Hotel Royal, at New York, was destroyed by fire on February 7. e 
as in the morning, in clovater bach and hen quiting oll 
the way of escape, There were 166 persons in the hotel, and the scene was heartrending. | 
About one hundred and twenty succeeded in making their escape, many of them being 
burned and bruised severely. The remainder were burned to death. 

The commissioners who were recently appointed to investigate the subject of immigra- 
tion into the United States report that more than sixty per cent. arrive in that country 
upon tickets sent by friends. They suggest that steamship agents should be held respon- 
‘sible for the cost of returning ineligible persons, and that the American laws should be so 
amended that all paupers should be compelled to return to their own countries, as well as 
oriminals after serving their sentences. ‘lhe report adds that of late there has been a 
widespread movement in Great Britain, encouraged by the British r 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1692. 


* 


ORDER IN CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Tx house of God is a house of order. This principle is fully Weed 
in the organization of the Church of Christ, which has not a parallel on 
earth for beauty and completeness. Each quorum, each officer, has a dis- 
tinct sphere in which to operate, and upon which none of the others may 
intrude ; and all are so perfectly and fitly joined together in one body 
that every part thereof receives inspiration and guidance from the same 
Source. The lesser officers are presided over and directed in their labors 
by those who possess higher authority, this order being followed through 
various grades up to the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus n, se 
whose revelations the entire Church is governed. 

When a man receives a portion of the Holy Priesthied, Which is — 
power that renders him eligible to act in the offices and appointments : in 
the Church of Christ, his first obligation is to set to work diligently and 
learn the duties pertaining to his particular authority and calling. If he 
is improperly or imperfectly informed in these matters, he is to that ex- 
tent rendered incapable of acting intelligently for the advancement of the 
Lord’s work among men; to be fully useful in his sphere, each officer 
should understand the extent and limit of his jurisdiction. By not exer- 
cising the full powers of his calling, a part of the labor which should be 
performed by him is neglected, and the progress of the work under his 
supervision is retarded ; if he exceeds the limits of his jurisdiction: he goes 
outside of the powers of his Priesthood, and his action is not sustained and 
approved by the Almighty. However, the laws and principles of Church 
government are so beautifully simple, and are set forth so clearly in the 
revelations given by the Lord, that misconception concerning them is 


‘unnecessary. 
In all the appointments and offices of the Church it is not the province 
of the lower to control and direct the higher authority. This principle is 

plainly manifest in the word and works of the Lord, and is easily com- 

prehended as natural and proper. Whenever it is departed from there is 
a breach, on the part of the person making the variance, of the order of 
the house of God, and consequently a lack of harmony becomes apparent. 

Nor does the Priesthood give any man the right to rule arbitra: | 
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those under his presidency. A harsh, dictatorial, coercive spirit is opposed 
to the genius of the Gospel and to the Spirit of Christ. All the callings 

of the Priesthood are sacred, and are bestowed upon men, not that they 
may oppress, but that they may bless their fellows. They are to lead and. 
guide men and women along the path of truth and Tighteousness to the 
blessings of everlasting peace and salvation. 

In this Mission an order has been established in accord with the com- 
mandments of the Lord respecting the preaching of the Gospel and the 
administration of affairs outside of the place appointed for the gathering 
of the Saints. The whole Mission is under the direction of the president. 
Then each division or conference is within the j ju risdiction of a conference 
president; the districts in that conferencé are in charge of the traveling 
Elders assigned thereto, and branches in those districts are under branch 
presidents. For instance, an Elder who presides over a branch is as a 
father to the little flock entrusted to his watchcare, and he should look 
after its welfare with the most tender solicitude. He should act with 
patience and love, having regard for the feelings of those under his presi- 
dency, and at the same time be firm upon every principle of right. 

A leading duty of the branch president is to see that the Saints and 
the Priesthood laboring under his direction in the branch faithfully 
perform their duties. There is no place in the Church for iniquity, and if 
any members | give way to temptation they should be labored and dealt 
with as the law of God directs. No requirement that is not made in the 
law should be. made of the people, who should be taught to understand 
that each principle of the Gospel exacts obedience from the members of 
‘the Charch, if they would reap the blessings of conformity to that prin- 
ciple. All matters of importance in the branch should receive the sanction 
of the church, or branch, the law on that subject being that such affairs 
shall be done by “common consent.“ 

Each one holding the Priesthood should strive to ene! the responsi- 
bility which rests on him to spread a knowledge of the Gospel, and should 
1 seek to sustain the hands of those who preside over him. The 
Priesthood in a branch should unite with their presiding officer and be 
diligent in fulfilling their duties. The traveling Elders in a conferenoe 
should uphold the conference president by cultivating that spirit of 
charity and union and love which characterizés brethren, and by fully 
discharging the responsibilities which rest upon them in the districts’ to 
which they are appointed. To trespass on another district, or to leave a 
district without proper notice and permission, is a breach of discipline. 

“The traveling Elders in a district have direct charge of the initiation 
into the Church of persons residing within that district, ie, of all con- 
firmations, baptisms, etc. That belongs to their special calling and duty 
in the missionary field. They also preside, by virtue of their appointment 
to a district, over all the branches in that district. But when a man pre- 
sides over any field of labor or any department of the Church, it does not 
| { follow that he should attend to all the details of it himself. Each officer 
under him has certain duties to perform, atid should be bap se: and ‘sus- 

tained by him in the dil al ye Of those duties. a ee 
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In conducting meetings and affairs i in a branch, ordinary courtesy and 
the laws of order require that, when either the district or conference 
president, or any other authority higher than himself is present, the pres- 
ident of the branch should ascertain his mind as to the procedure, and act 
agreeably therewith. It does not follow that the district or conference 
president should take the attending to necessary details out of the hands | 
of him who presides over a branch, who should, of course, be honored in his 
calling and position. Yet the fact that the higher official is the presiding 
authority should never be lost sight of. The better way when a higher 
official is present is for the lower to ascertain, by consultation, his mind as 
to how to proceed in matters pertaining to the well-being of the work. 
For a branch president to proceed without the slightest regard to the 
presence of his leading officer is not in harmony with the spirit of his 
calling or the law of the Church of Christ. 

This principle holds good throughout the whole a It t 
equally to the relations existing between the traveling Elders and the 
president of a conference, and so on to the relations of the latter with the 
one presiding over him. Those who follow this rule will find that in ob- 
serving the proper order there is perfect harmony, and the blessings of the 
Lord will rest abundantly upon them. e. H, A., 


THE scene of the recent insurrection in Mexico was in the vicinity of the 
settlements of the Latter-day Saints in that country, though fortunately 
‘none of them were made to suffer thereby. The town of Ascencion is only 
five miles distant from the “ Mormon” colony of Diaz, and when the out- 
break of January 6 occurred at Ascencion, the “ Mormon” settlers at 
Diaz were called on by the government to send a force to the scene of 
trouble and hold the town until the arrival of troops. This was promptly 
and successfully done, and upon the arrival of the government forces the 
insurrectionists capitulated. Among the residents of Diaz who responded 
to the government call was Brother George Teasdale. 


Tm New York Engineering News says the prehistorio irrigation canals 
in Arizona are “ really worthy of more notice than is usually given them. 
The Salt and Gila river valleys are intersected by a vast network of these 

canals, which antedate, at least, the arrival at Coronado in 1552, for he 
mentions these ruins and the traditions of the Indians regarding & once 
dense population of this region. Modern engineers cannot improve upon 
the lines of these canals, nor in the section of points of diversion from the 
rivers. The first irrigation canal in this section, the one that has made 
Phenix with its present population of 20,000, simply followed the lines of 
one of the old canals. The extent may be, appreciated when it is said that 
in the Salt river valley alone the land covered by these canals once aggre- 
gated over 250,000 acres, and the canals themselves, with their laterals, 
must have exceeded 1,000 miles in length. This country is filled with pre- 
historic ruins, with walls of stone or adobe, and almost every acre contains 
fragments of pottery, steel ornaments, stone implements and other remains 
of a population which can only be esti mate n 3 
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Ong of the liberal party members in the Utah legislature is Robert N. 
Baskin, who has so seldom been known to take a fair stand upon anything 
relative to the religion of the Latter-day Saints that. he had come to be 
looked upon as a monomaniac on the “Mormon” question. But on 
January 18 he performed an action that was a complete surprise to most 
of the people, and was a radical departure from the rule heretofore fol- 
lowed by him. As noted in the Srar, democratic members of the legisla- 
ture had introduced what were called anti-polygamy bills, re-enacting as 
Territorial laws the Edmunds and Edmunds-Tucker congressional laws. 
These bills were reported on favorably by the majority of the committee, 
but Mr. Baskin presented a minority report to the legislative council, pro- 
testing against the passage of the bills on the ground that they would 
render persons accused of violating the law to double indictments by 
grand juries, to double trials, and if convicted to double punishments for 
the same act. He also insisted that Congress had, by dealing with these 
subjects direct, taken the matter out of the hands of the Territorial 
assembly. The position taken by Mr. Baskin is identical with that main- 
tained by “ Mormon” members of the legislature, when, at a former ses- 
sion, efforts were made by the liberal party to secure a similar enactment 
to the one now proposed. Mr. Baskin’s present consistent attitude is a 
verification of the aphorism, “‘ Time works wonders.” 7 


By an omission of the clerk, the names of Elders John I. Prye and 
Thomas F. Welch did not appear among the speakers at the conference 
held in London on December 27. Clerks are reminded that a full list 
should be made of the Traveling Elders present on such occasions; not 
only those who are laboring within the conference, but those visiting from 
other conferences should be named. 


In . speech in the State of Washington, recently, Senator W. J. 
McConnell, of Idaho, referred to the Latter-day Saints in the following 
language: “The ‘Mormon’ people, as a rule, are sober and industrious, 
and while those who are recent importations from foreign countries are 
generally uneducated, yet the rising generation in the ‘Mormon’ settle- 
ments are very bright and intelligent, having received in most cases the 
advantages of quite a liberal education. They are the material of which 
good citizens may be made, and to say that they will continue to live 
under the servitude of disfranchisement is to admit that we dN the 
of the American people.” 


In commenting on the action of the eee of Miners, at Stoke- 
upon-Trent, in refusing to pass resolutions of sympathy with the 
the royal family, upon the death of the late Duke of Clarence, the 
Deseret. News says they were “evidently ignorant of the primary ele- 
ments of politeness, to say nothing of their being devoid of human 
sympathy, without which man is not far removed from the condition 
of the brute. Some people imagine that they cannot entertain lean- 
ings toward democracy without treating people who are the chief repre- 
sentatives of monarchy as personal enemies, The fact is that if such 
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fellows as voted down the resolution referred to on the ground that a death 
in the royal family was no business of theirs, had a thousandth part of the 
power which belongs to the royal prerogative, they would soon be ‘found 
treading upon the necks of their fellow creatures and crushing them into 
the earth. Such unsympathetic persons do not make commendable citi- 
zens under any form of government. The situation to-day shows that 
without the Christian spirit mankind would soon be absorbed in eelfish- 
ness and gliding in the direction of barbarism.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Owing to Elder 
Morgan D. Warner is released from his labors as nn uel in 
the Welsh Conference, to return home. 

Elder Samuel Worsencroft is released, 0 of Ane! in his family, 
from his labors as President of the Liverpool Conference, to return home. 

Elder Carl Nyman is released, on account of ill-health, from his labors 
as Traveling Elder in the Stockholm Conference or the Scandinavian 
Mission, to return home. 

Elder Jens N. Hansen is hits: Traveling 
Elder in the Scandinavian Mission, to return home. 

Elder Abram Fawson is to over the Liverpool on: 
ference. 


THE THREE ESTATES. 


WE are all the children of God. He is the Father of our 8 He; gave 
us life and being. Isaiah exclaims: “But now, O Lord, thou art our 
Father ; we are the clay, and Thou our potter : and we all are the work of 
Thy hed” Paul speaks of “one God and Father of all, who is above all 
and through all, and in you all.” Every human being has his earthly 
parents, but in God men have the Father of their spirits. In exhorting 
the former -day Saints to patience and constancy, the Apostle showed the 
necessity of their enduring the chastenings which the Lord ‘might. give, 
for in these He showed His love. “ He scourgeth every son whom He re- 
ceiveth.” Further, it is said: We have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be 
in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? ‘The Lord said to Isaiah: 
For I will not contend forever, neither will I be always wroth: for the 
spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.“ The 
Preacher tells us of a time that will come when the dust shall “return to 
the earth as it was, and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.“ 
These scripture passages declare positively that God is the Father of the 
spirits of all the children of men ; and from this we must conclude that all 
‘men had an existence before they came to this earth. This appears plain, 
also, from the words of the Lord to Jeremiah: “ Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee : and before thou camest out of the womb I sancti- 
fied thee, and I ordained thee a Prophet unto the nations ;” and is further 
confirmed by the reniark of the Savior: “What and if ye otal’ Bee dong 
Son of Man ascend’ up where He was before? 
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Those who have observed the works of nature’s God will have noticed 
that not one law in creation exists without its having been formed for some 
purpose, with some object in view. The sun’s light, the winds, the 
waves, the changing seasons, the varieties of productions in the different 
parts of the earth, the night and the day, heat and cold—all have their 
work to perform for the benefit of man, or aid in his comfort and happi- 
ness. Is it, then, reasonable to suppose that the Lord has placed man, the 
crown, of His work, in the midst of all these creations, with an object in 
view, for a specific purpose ! It is certainly is; and the Lord has revealed 
what this object, and this purpose is—that mankind may be trained, de- 
veloped and perfected, receive a fulness of knowledge of good and evil, and 
increase in a knowledge of the glory of God, so as to become like Him. 

Those who have come to this earth were faithful in their first estate, 
did not rebel when Lucifer, the son of the morning, drew away with him 
a third of the hosts of heaven. In this existence the inhabitants of the 
earth are passing through their second estate, where they have received 
bodies, and are coming to a knowledge of good and evil, familiarizing 
themselves with joy and sorrow, so that they may perfect themselves, and 
be enabled to fully value the blessings that are in store for the faithful 
children of God; and furthermore, to so live that after they have laid 
down their mortal bodies, they shall be worthy of clothing themselves 
with bodies of immortality in their third estate, where they shall become 
kings and priests unto God, worthy of the might, power and glory which 
He shall bestow upon them. 

When we consider these things, we are led to rejoice that we have a 
being upon the earth; we feel strong to pass through the trials, the hun- 
ger and the thirst, the pain and the death, that we are subject to, having 
these blessings in view through the promises of the Lord. We are anxious 
to pass through this vale of tears, and glad with the prospects before us, 
rejoicing in our first estate, when the morning stars sang together and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy.“ Knqwing God's design with us, we 
no longer sorrow that our first parents brought death into the world, for 
through this we realize that we exist, and are placed here that we may 
have j joy. The little troubles that this earth has in store for us are as a 

mist that shall soon clear away before the glory that awaits the faithful 
when this life’s trials are endet. 

Those who do not understand the — . — okten say 40 themselves, If 
shaun things are true, and God is righteous, why does He not instruct 
His children on these points? Will He condemn them for not knowing ? 
To the first question we may say that He has opened the way so publicly 
that all who desire may know His designs. He sent His Son Jesus in 
the meridian of time to atone for the sins brought into the world through 
the fall, or rather, to atone for the fall, and also to open the way for each 
soul who should choose to walk in it, to return to the Father with an im- 
mortal body. Jesus became the first fruits of the resurrection, and He 
pointed out the way by which all may return to the Father by obeying 
His revealed plan. The beginning of that plan is the simple first princi- 
ples of the repentance, baptism, and the reception of the 
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Holy Ghost, as revealed in the Holy Seriptures, which are open to all. 
He has, besides, revealed Himself in our day, and again conferred power 
upon His servants to administer in His ordinances, to go forth to the na- 
tions and preach repentance to the people, to baptize in His name, and to 
confer the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, by which are promised 
the gifts that were enjoyed in the days of Jesus. This work is being done 
as a witness before the end. Men need not think the knowledge will 
come without seeking. They must choose for themselves the good or the 
evil. The way is so plain that there is no excuse for those who hold that 
God has not made known His will. Work to find the way; > faith i is neces- 
sary, and must be manifest by the works thereof. | 

To the other question it may be said: Those who hear the ‘testimony 
and know the law will be punished if they fail to obey it; but where 
there is no law there is no transgression. The generations, therefore; Who 
have not had the knowledge now offered to the world, will be provided 
for in God's own way. Here is a wondrous work to be performed by the 
living for the dead, for all must embrace the Gospel, as ‘there is no other 
way to salvation, and by it will all mankind be judged, “in the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus ‘Christ, bebe unt to my 
Gospel.“ 

The Lord has made provision for all; He has favored His Saints with 
a knowledge of His law, and likewise presents this law to the world 
through them, that all who will may turn to Him and be saved. Heavy 
responsibilities rest upon the Latter-day Saints, and there is no time for 
them to waste their moments on trifles ; they should rather think upon 
the past and upon the future, that the promises of the one and the glories 
of the other may urge them to greater valor in the work of God while fill- 
ing this mission of the neve their second estate, in the » Valley of the 
shadow of death.” : E. H. A. 


THE BRAZEN PALACE. 


OnE of the most noteworthy buildings of the ebene city of iAvietefuds- ; 
povra, in Ceylon, was the Lowa-Maha-Paya, or the Brazen Palace, erected 
by King Dutugemunu, in the year 142 B.C. It stood upon 1,600 granite 
pillars, and vied with surrounding dagobas in height, rearing its ninth 
story 270 feet skyward ; it contained 1,000 dormitories for priests ; its roof 
was of brass, and, according to the Mahawanso, the walls gleamed with re- 
splendent gems. The great hall was supported on golden pillars resting 
on lions, and in the centre was an res 3 throne with a golden sun and a 
silver moon on either side. 

Several times the Brazen Palace was razed by iothodlnatié re Won 
India, and as often restored by zealous adherents of the new faith, up to 
the latter part of the twelfth century, when the capital was removed to 
Pollonarua. From the upper stories of this magnificent pile the priestly 
oceupants could view the far extending city, and look upon six great 
dagobas, all within a radius of a little more than a mile, and ‘lifting their 
| huge white domes as high. as some of the loftiest cathedrals in Europe. 


The Ruanwell dagoba stood near the palace, and according to the native 
archives, rested on a platform 500 feet square, its glass pinnacle glittering 
in the sun 270 feet above the city, its base surrounded by marble statues, 
and its outer walls mounting elephants of masonry with real tusks. In 
the north, beyond splendid pavilions of king and queens, loomed the great 
Jetawanarama dagoba, with its 20,000,000 cubic feet of masonry. The 
beholder at the palace had only to turn his gaze in the direction of 
giria 


UTAH NEWS. 


VNA (Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
8. W. Sears has become secretary of the Salt Lake City chamber of commerce, having 
been elected to succeed H. V. Meloy, the former incumbent of the office. 


Sister Prescendia Kimball, who is well known and deeply loved by the Latter-day 
Saints throughout Utah, was reported on January 26 to be dangerously ill. Her ad- 
vanced age causes apprehension as to the outcome of her illness. 

Information received from Salt Lake City to January 22 says that Sister Lucy Grant, 
wife of Apostle Heber J. Grant, was in a critical condition, and her life was despaired of. 
She has been a great sufferer for some time, and an operation had been performed in the 
hope of restoring her to health. 

One of the new rifled cannon for the United States warship Monterey passed through 
Ogden on January 18, an a specially built car. It was shipped by rail to San Francisco, 
from the navy yard at Washington. It weighs fifty-one tons, is 13-inch bore, and throws 
a 500-pound shot a distance of fifteen miles. 


On Tuesday, January 12, the thermometer reached eleven degrees below zero. at 
Ogden. The present winter is the heaviest for ten years, but the people are well pro- 
vided for and do not suffer. There is a feeling of satisfaction at the vast deposits of snow 
in the mountains, which insure a plentiful supply of water for irrigation next summer. 
Among the bills affecting Utah which were introduced into Congress by Delegate 
Caine on January 7 were the following: To organize the judiciary of the Territory, and 
providing for six district judges and a supreme court of three judges; to grant two 
electric railways a right of way across Fort Douglas military reservation; to provide a 
$500,000 government building in Salt Lake City, and a $250,000 government building in 
Ogden ; ‘and to create the northern part of the Territory into the Ogden land district. 


The death of Mrs. Charlotte Talula Young Wood, sister of President Young, took 
place at Salt Lake City, on January 20. She was ill but a few hours.. The Ogden 
Standard thus refers to the sad event: On Wednesday morning, at one o'clock, the 
spirit of Mra. Talula Young Wood, a bride of but six short months, took its flight. She 
was the last of the daughters to marry, and was in every respect an estimable and 

popular lady. In an unostentatious way it was her delight to go about doing good, and 
her high mental qualities and unswerving devotion to those she loved endeared her to a 
einn degree te every Who her 

didates for office, to be voted for at the municipal election. They selected R. N. Baskin 
as their candidate for mayor, C. E. Stanton for recorder, Harry Duke for treasurer, F. J. 
Leonard for assessor and collector, and E. N. Janny for marshal. The democrats and 
republicans had not, up to that date, made any nominations, as the legislature has passed 
a bill deferring the election until November next, and this measure was in the hands of 
the governor, awaiting his official action. Should he approve it that would dispense with 
ne but should he veto the bill, the parties | 
would proceed with the political contest. 4 
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